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OPINION 225 


VALIDATION, UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS, OF 

“ BELONE ” CUVIER, 1817 (CLASS PISCES) AND 
“ RAPHISTOMA ” HALL, 1847 (CLASS 
GASTROPODA) 

RULING : —(1) Under the Plenary Powers the under¬ 
mentioned generic names are hereby suppressed for the 
purposes both of the Law of Priority and of the Law of 
Homonymy: (a) Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815; (b) 
Belone Oken, 1815. 

(2) The generic names suppressed under (1) above are 
hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Generic Names in Zoology as Names Nos. 33 and 
34 respectively. 

(3) The under-mentioned generic names, as validated 
in (1) above, are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology as Names Nos. 655 and 
656 :—(a) Raphistoma Hall, 1847 (gender of name : 
neuter) (type species, by selection by de Koninck, 1881 : 
Maclurea striatus Emmons, 1842); (b) Belone Cuvier, 
1817 (gender of name: feminine) (type species, by 
absolute tautonymy : Esox belone Linnaeus, 1761). 

(4) The under-mentioned specific names are hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology 
as Names Nos. 36 and 37 :—(a) striatus Emmons, 1842, 
as published in the combination Maclurea striatus ; 
(b) belone Linnaeus, 1761, as published in the combina¬ 
tion Esox belone. 


I.—THE STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

On 17th November 1938 Dr. J. Brookes-Knight (then of the 
Department of Geology, Princeton University, Princeton, New 
Jersey, U.S.A.) submitted the following application for the use of 
the Plenary Powers for the purpose of suppressing the name 
Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, thus validating both its junior 
homonym Raphistoma Hall, 1847 (Class Gastropoda) and its 
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objective junior synonym Belone Cuvier, 1817 (Class Pisces). 
Of the ten signatories to this application, some were specialists 
in Palaeozoic Gastropods and some in Living fishes. 

Proposed suspension of the “ Regies 99 to suppress the name 
66 Raphistoma ” Rafinesque, 1815 (Class Pisces, Order 
Synentognathi) and to validate the name 66 Raphistoma 99 
Hall, 1847 (Class Gastropoda, Order 
Archaeogastropoda) 

By J. BROOKES KNIGHT 

{Department of Geology, Princeton University, New Jersey), 

L. R. COX, Sc.D. 

(Department of Geology, British Museum {Natural History)), 

K. P. OAKLEY 

{Department of Geology, British Museum {Natural History)), 

JOSIAH BRIDGE 

{Palaeontologist, U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.), 
EDWIN KIRK 

{U.S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.), 

J. R. NORMAN 

{British Museum {Natural History)), 

ETHELWYNN TREWAYAS, D.Sc. 

{Department of Zoology, British Museum {Natural History)), 

E. O. ULRICH 

{U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C.), 

LEONARD P. SCHULTZ 

{Division of Fishes, Smithsonian Institution, United States National 
Museum, Washington, D.C.), 

and 

GEORGE S. MYERS 

{Professor of Biology and Head Curator of Zoological Collections, 
Natural History Museum, Stanford University, California) 

The undersigned, specialists in the fields of Palaeozoic Gastropoda 
and of living fishes, petition the International Commission on Zoo¬ 
logical Nomenclature to suppress the name Raphistoma Rafinesque, 
1815, Analyse Nat. : 89 (Pisces) under suspension of the Rules, in 
favour of its subsequent homonym Raphistoma Hall, 1847, Nat. Hist. 
New York (Pal.) 1 : 28 (Mollusca, Gastropoda), and of its subsequent 
objective synonym Belone Cuvier, 1817, Regn. anim. 2 : 185, on the 
ground that the application of the Rules would lead to greater confus¬ 
ion than uniformity. As matters stand today, the name Raphistoma 
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Rafinesque has been largely overlooked, and is not employed by sys- 
tematists in fishes, though it is seemingly a valid prior objective synonym 
of the widely employed name Belone Cuvier, 1817, while the invalid 
Raphistoma Hall, 1847, has been widely employed for a genus of 
Palaeozoic gastropods since its proposal some ninety years ago. 

The name Raphistoma Rafinesque appeared in that author’s Analyse 
de la Nature , published in Palermo in 1815, an excessively rare work. 
Here we find on page 89 the following :— 

III. O. Gastripia les Abdominaux 

1. Sous-Ordre. Brachistomia, Les Brachistomes [defined] 
19. Famille Siagonia, Les Siageniens. 

2. S. F. ESOXIDIA. Les Esoxides. Une seule 
nageoire dorsale, dos non aquillonne. 

G. 5. Esox. L. 6. Raphistoma R. 

Belone Gr. 7. Lepiosteus Lac. 8. 

Synodus Lac. 9. Megalops Lac. 10. 

Elops L. 11. Stomias R. 

In a memorandum furnished in 1934 Mr. J. R. Norman, Assistant 
Keeper, Department of Zoology, British Museum (Natural History), 
one of the co-signatories of the present petition, who was consulted 
relative to the validity of Raphistoma Rafinesque and its status among 
ichthyologists, stated :— 

Rafinesque refers to Belone Gronovius. No trace of Belone is 
to be found in Gronovius’s Zoophylacium , 1763—1781, or in the 
Museum Jchthyol, 1754—1756, except in the index to the former 
work. Here we find “ Bellone No. 362 ”, but on turning up No. 362 
in the text we find no trace of this word. However, the species 
referred to under No. 362 is clearly the Gar-fish of European seas, 
i.e. Esox belone Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat . (ed. 10) 1 : 314. 

Thus it seems that the species Esox belone Linnaeus is genotype of 
Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, by monotypy. But Esox belone Linnaeus 
is also genotype of Belone Cuvier, 1817, by absolute tautonymy and 
hence Belone Cuvier, 1817, a name widely used and currently in good 
standing for the genus in question, is a subsequent exact or objective 
synonym of Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, a name that has been almost 
wholly overlooked. If the Rules are rigidly enforced, the almost 
unknown name Raphistoma must of necessity replace the well-known 
and widely used Belone Cuvier, 1817, a substitution that is highly 
undesirable from any point of view save that of the most sterile priority. 

Furthermore, unless the name Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, is set 
aside under the Plenary Power, the rigid enforcement of the Rules would 
require the suppression of Raphistoma Hall, 1847, Nat. Hist. New 
York (Pal.) 1 : 28, a name widely in use for a genus of Palaeozoic gastro¬ 
pods since it was first proposed, and currently in good standing, as a 
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subsequent invalid homonum of Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815. This 
again would serve no good purpose, and would inevitably lead to 
confusion. 


Annex 1 to application 


Supplementary Note by L, R. COX, Sc.D. 

{Assistant Keeper , Department of Geology , British Museum {Natural 

History)) 


Since no bibliographic reference is given by Rafinesque and the 
trivial name helone was not applied by Gronovius to any species, we can 
only guess that Rafinesque intended to found the genus Raphistoma 
upon the species Esox belone Linnaeus. Hence the name Raphistoma 
would appear to have been published without a definition, description, 
or indication as defined by Opinion 1, and may be ignored. It further 
appears doubtful if the “ Bellone ” of Gronovius 5 index can be accepted 
as more than a vernacular name, and, according to Opinion 1 again, 
“In no case is the word ‘ indication 5 to be construed as including 
vernacular names ”, 


However, since other workers may object to this interpretation of the 
Rules, it seems desirable to have Raphistoma Rafinesque ruled out by a 
definite Opinion . 


1 Dr. J. Brookes Knight has since become Research Associate in Palaeontology, 
Smithsonian Institution, United States National Museum, Washington, D.C. 




opinion 225 


167 


Annex 2 to application 

Supplementary Note by GEORGE S. MYERS 
(Professor of Biology and Head Curator , Zoological Collections , Natural 
History Museum , Stanford University) 

I have not seen the original of Rafinesque’s Analyse , but, if the passage 
quoted in the accompanying memorandum is correct, I am inclined 
to agree with Dr. Cox that Raphistoma of Rafinesque, 1815, is not 
available under the Rules. My reasons are exactly those put forward 
by Dr. Cox. It should be noted that Mr. Fowler, of the Philadelphia 
Academy, has rejected Raphistoma Rafinesque, evidently with much 
the same things in mind (see his 44 Marine Fishes of West Africa ” in 
1936, Bull. Amer. Mils . nat. Hist. 70 (1) : 438). 

The late Dr. D. S. Jordan (1917, Genera of Fishes (1) : 91) attempts to 
explain Rafinesque’s reference to Gronovius, but says : 46 This refer¬ 
ence does not seem to justify the substitution of Ramphistoma [sic] for 
Belone ”. It will be noted that the accompanying memorandum, as 
well as Jordan, quotes Rafinesque’s page 89, whereas Fowler (loc. 
cit.) gives the page as 44 15 This should be investigated. 

It should be impressed upon the Commission that Belone Cuvier is 
today a universally recognised genus in ichthyology, and the family 
of the marine gars (a world-wide group) is based on it. I have come 
across only one recent author who has accepted Rafinesque’s name. 
De Buen (1935, Instituto esp. Oceanogr., Madrid, Notas y Resumenes 
(2) 88 : 69) quotes 44 Rhamphistoma [sic] Rafinesque 1810, [sic]”, 
and in the synonymy of Rhamphistoma [sic] belone (Linn.) he lists 
44 1810, Rhamphistoma [sic] vulgaris Rafinesque”. He gives no more 
exact reference to any of Rafinesque’s papers. So far as I know, 
Rafinesque published only two papers on fishes in 1810 (the Indice 
d’ittiologia siciliana and his Caratteri ) and I find no reference to a 
name 44 Rhamphistoma ” or a 44 R. vulgaris ” in either. The synonymic 
quotation directly above— 44 1810, Belone acus Risso ”—is also non¬ 
existent, and I think that we may safely discount these references 

I fully agree with Dr. Cox that, in view of the possibility of disagree¬ 
ment on the availability of Rafinesque’s Raphistoma , it would be desir¬ 
able to have this name ruled out definitely by the Commission. Its 
use, in ichthyology, would certainly lead to greater confusion than 
uniformity. 


II.—THE SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF THE CASE 

2. On receipt, the papers relating to the present case were 
given the Registered Number Z.N.(S.) 145. It had not been found 
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possible to advance the consideration of the present application 
by the time that the outbreak of war in Europe in September 
1939 led to the evacuation of the records of the International 
Commission from London to the country as a precaution against 
the risk of destruction through air raids. The Secretariat in 
London was re-opened in 1942, and steps were immediately taken 
to establish the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature as a means 
for bringing to the attention of zoologists applications submitted 
to the International Commission for decision. Work was at 
once started on outstanding applications with a view to arranging 
for their publication in the newly established Bulletin. After 
an exchange of correspondence on certain questions of detail 
between the Secretary and Dr. L. R. Cox, one of the applicants, 
the present application was sent to the printer in October 1944, 
but, owing to difficulties arising from paper rationing, shortage 
of labour at the printing works and similar causes, publication 
did not actually take place until 28th February 1947 (Knight 
et al. , 1947, Bull. zool. Nomencl ., 1 : 225—228). 

3. The publication of this application in the Bulletin elicited 
support from four quarters. Arranged in order of receipt, the 
letters so received were from :—(1) Dr. Th. Mortensen ( Univer- 
sitetets Zoologiske Museum , Copenhagen); (2) the Joint Committee 
on Zoological Nomenclature for Paleontology in America ; 

(3) Dr. Joshua L. Baily, Jr. ( San Diego , California , U.S.A.) ; 

(4) Professor Lodovico di Caporiacco ( University of Parma , 
Italy). The comments so furnished are quoted in the immediately 
following paragraphs. 

4. Comment by Dr. Th. Mortensen ( Universitetets Zoologiske 
Museum , Copenhagen) : In a letter dated 8th April 1947 Dr. Th. 
Mortensen (UniversitetetsZoologiske Museum , Copenhageri)wrotQ: 
66 The name Bel one must be preserved ”. 


5. Comment by the Joint Committee on Zoological Nomen¬ 
clature for Palaeontology in America : The view of the Joint 
Committee on Zoological Nomenclature for Paleontology in 
America on this case was submitted in a letter dated 28th October 
1947 from Dr. J. Brookes Knight (Research Associate , United 
States National Museum , Washington , D.C., U.S.A. ), who at that 
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time was Chairman of the Joint Committee. The following is the 
text of that letter :— 

Proposed Suspension of the “Regies” to suppress the name “Raphistoma” 
Rafinesque, 1815 (for a fish) and to validate the name “Raphistoma” 
Hall, 1847 (gastropod). (“Bull. Zool. Nom.” vol. 1, pt. 10, 

p. 225) 

The following discussion and resolution were drawn up by Mrs. 
Katherine Van Winkle Palmer and submitted to the Joint Committee 
on Zoological Nomenclature for Paleontology in America for its 
consideration and action. 

1. Rarity of a publication is alone no excuse for invalidation 
of its authenticity but the case of rareness of Rafinesque, 1815, 
Analyse de la Nature , means that for the present purposes, the 
quotation and accompanying data given on page 226, Bull, zool 
Nom., pt. 10, are used as the text for evaluating the status of 
Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815. The following comments are 
made on the assumption that the quotation is correct. 

2. It seems that Dr. Cox (p. 227, Annex 2, Bull. Zool. Nom., 
pt. 10 ) has adequately summed up the status of the proposal of 
Raphistoma by Rafinesque and that the chief argument against its 
validity is that the name was published without a definition, 
description or a bona fide indication, and that the reference to 
Belone can be taken to interpret what was meant only by mental 
gymnastics. Such interpretation means stretching a point as 
much to retain the name as would be necessary were it to be 
eliminated. 

3. Considering that the retention of Raphistoma Rafinesque, 
1815, would cause more confusion than its elimination it would 
seem that a strict interpretation of the Rules would be preferable, 
i.e., the recognition or agreement that no adequate bibliographic 
reference exists than to agree on a guess as to what Rafinesque 
meant by Belone Gr. 

4. Ordinarily, I do not believe that a long usage is an argument 
against a clear case of priority. But in this case, it does not seem 
that Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815 is sufficiently authentic to be 
given priority. 

5. Since the name Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, is used for a 
fish and since its suspension would affect the work of ichthyologists, 
their opinion should be given considerable weight. Therefore, 
the names of J. R. Norman, E. Trewavas, L. Schultz and G. S. 
Myers attached to this petition help much in evaluating the 
importance of the proposal perhaps as much for the usage after 
suspension as for the opinion on the proposal. In connection 
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with the forming of this resolution I have consulted Dr. E. C. 
Raney, Cornell University, one of the well-known younger 
ichthyologists. He favors the petition as backed by the fish 
authorities fisted above. 

On these bases, I submit to you the following :— 

Resolved: That the Joint Committee on Zoological Nomen¬ 
clature for Paleontology in America support the petition of J. 
Brookes Knight, L. R. Cox, K. P. Oakley, Josiah Bridge, Edwin 
Kirk, Ethelwynn Trewavas, the late E. R. Ulrich, Leonard P. 
Schultz and George S. Myers for the proposed suspension of the 
Regies to suppress the name Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815 (Class 
Pisces, Order Synentognathi) and to validate the name Raphistoma 
Hall, 1847 (Class Gastropoda, Order Archaeogastropoda). 

The following 11 committeemen voted to approve the resolution :— 

Wells, Simpson, Newell, Palmer, Cooper, Moore, Keen, Frizzell, 
Romer, Reeside and Knight. No committeeman voted to disapprove. 
Stenzel was away and did not vote. 

The only comment was by Simpson which reads :— 

2. On Palmer’s resolution to support the petition on Knight 
and others regarding Raphistoma —I vote 46 aye ”, with disagree¬ 
ment with Palmer’s belief that long usage is not an argument 
against a clear case of priority. It is, I think, an excellent argument, 
in fact the best of arguments, although it might not be wholly 
conclusive in all cases. It is (or most decidedly should be) our 
purpose to stabilize nomenclature, no more and no less. Surely 
there is no better way to stabilize nomenclature than to determine 
long and current usage and to make this official if there is clear 
weight of such usage. Supporting obscure names merely because 
they have priority and when they clearly do not correspond with 
long and current usage is (obviously, I would say) the very worst 
possible way to try to achieve stability. 

In view of the above the Joint Committee on Zoological Nomenclature 
for Paleontology in America supports the petition of Knight, Cox, et al, 
which forms the subject of this communication. 


6. Comment by Dr. Joshua L. Baily , Jr. (San Diego , California , 
U.S.A .) : The following comment was received from Dr. Joshua 
L. Baily, Jr. ( San Diego , California , U.S.A.) under cover of a 
letter dated 13th December, 1947 :— 

I believe it would be best for the Commission to suppress the name 
Raphistoma Rafinesque by suspension of the Regies. If the Regies 
be interpreted to make their suspension unnecessary, such inter¬ 
pretation will have to be reconsidered every time a case similar to this one 
arises. 
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There is another reason why the name Raphistoma Hall should be 
preserved, which has not been touched upon in the Bulletin . This 
genus is a very important one because it is so close to the ancestral 
gastropod. It is desirable that its name be stabilized because it will 
continue to be referred to in the discussion of any fossil mollusc which 
seems to be primitive and whose affiliation cannot be determined 
accurately. 

7. Comment by Professor Lodovico di Caporiacco (University 
of Parma , Italy) : The following comment was received from 
Professor Lodovico di Caporiacco (University of Parma , Italy) 
under cover of a letter dated 31st December 1947 :— 

I fully agree with the view that Raphistoma Rafinesque should be 
suppressed, as its junior synonym Belone Cuvier is commonly employed, 
and its replacement by Raphistoma would cause more trouble than 
uniformity. 


8. Issue of Public Notices : On 14th September 1947 a notice of 
the possible use, by the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature, of its Plenary Powers in the present case was 
issued to the serial publications prescribed by the Ninth Inter¬ 
national Congress of Zoology, Monaco, 1913. The publication 
of this notice elicited no objection to the action proposed. 

9. Minute by the Secretary dated 23 rd April 1948 : When 
preparing the present application for consideration by the Inter¬ 
national Commission at the meeting arranged to be held at Paris 
later that year, Mr. Francis Hemming, Secretary to the Com¬ 
mission, placed the following Minute, dated 23rd April 1948, 
on File Z.N.(S.) 145, drawing attention to the fact that the 
suppression of Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, as asked for by the 
applicants, would not, unaided, provide a firm legal basis for 
the name Belone Cuvier, 1817, which it was the object of the 
applicants to preserve, for that name would still be threatened 
by the name Belone Oken, 1815 :— 

The principal object of this application is to prevent the long-forgotten 
name Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, from usurping the place of Belone 
Cuvier, 1817. But, unless supplemented in one respect, the application 
does not definitely achieve this end, for it would still be possible to 
claim that the name Belone Cuvier was invalid as a junior homonym of 
Belone Oken, 1815. 
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2. The Commission has before it a request by the late Dr. Wilfrid 
H. Osgood for a Ruling on the availability of the new names in Oken’s 
Lehrbuch (Z.N.(S.) 153), but it is possible that it may be some time 
before a decision is reached on this subject owing to the great diversity 
of practice as between workers in different groups in the matter of the 
acceptance of Oken’s names. In the circumstances, the Commission 
would, I think, be well advised if, when dealing with the Raphistoma 
case, it were to use its Plenary Powers to suppress the name Belone 
Oken, without prejudice to its final decision on the status of the 
Lehrbuch names, at the same time that it uses those Powers to suppress 
Raphistoma Rafinesque. 


III.—THE DECISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION ON ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 

10. The present application was considered by the Inter¬ 
national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature at the 
Fourteenth Meeting of its Paris Session held at the Sorbonne 
in the Amphitheatre Louis-Liard on Monday, 26th July 1948 
at 2030 hours. The following is an extract from the Official 
Record of the Proceedings of the International Commission 
setting out the decision reached by it in regard to this case at the 
foregoing meeting (Paris Session, 14th Meeting, Conclusion 2) 
(1950, Bull . zooL Nomencl. 4 : 426—428) :— 


THE COMMISSION agreed 
(1) to use their Plenary Powers :— 

(a) to suppress for all purposes the under-mentioned 

generic names :— 

Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815 (Class Pisces, 
Order Synentognathi), 

Belone Oken, 1815 (Class Pisces, Order Synen¬ 
tognathi) ; 

(b) to validate the under-mentioned generic names :— 

Raphistoma Hall, 1847 (Class Gastropoda, 
Order Archaeogastropoda), 

Belone Cuvier, 1817 (Class Pisces, Order 
Synentognathi) ; 
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(2) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 

Generic Names in Zoology the two generic names 
specified in (1) (a) above ; 

(3) to place the undermentioned generic names, with the 

type species severally specified below, on the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology :— 

(a) Raphistoma Hall, 1847 (type species, by selection 

by de Koninck, 1881 : Maclurea striatus Emmons, 
1842); 

(b) Belone Cuvier, 1817 (type species, by absolute 

tautonymy : Esox belone Linnaeus, 1761) ; 

(4) to place the undermentioned trivial names on the Official 

List of Specific Trivial Names in Zoology :— 

(a) striatus Emmons, 1842 (as published in the binom¬ 

inal combination Maclurea striatus ); 

(b) belone Linnaeus, 1761 (as published in the binom¬ 

inal combination Esox belone) ; 

(5) to render an Opinion recording the decisions specified in 

(1) to (4) above. 


11. The following are the original references for the names 
which appear in the decision set out in the immediately preceding 
paragraph :— 


Belone Oken, 1815, Lehrbuch Naturgesch. 3 (Zool.) (2) : 102 

Belone Cuvier, 1817, Regne anim. 2 : 185 

belone, Esox, Linnaeus, 1761, Faun. svec. (ed. 2) : 126 

Raphistoma Rafinesque, 1815, Analyse : 89 

Raphistoma Hall, 1847, Nat. Hist. New York (Pal.) 1 : 28 

striatus, Maclurea, Emmons, 1842, Nat. Hist. New York (Geol. 

2 dist.) : 312 


The reference to the selection by de Koninck of Maclurea striatus 
Emmons, 1842, to be type species of Raphistoma Hall, 1847, is : 

de Koninck, 1881, Ann. Mus. roy. Hist. nat. Belg. (Ser. paleont.) 
6 : 107. 
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12. The genders of the generic names Raphistoma Hall, 1847, 
and Belone Cuvier, 1817, referred to in the decision quoted in 
paragraph 10 above, are neuter and feminine respectively. 

13. The decision taken in the present case was reported to, and 
approved by, the Section on Nomenclature of the Thirteenth 
International Congress of Zoology, Paris, 1948, at its Sixth Meet¬ 
ing held on 26th July 1948 (1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 5 : 112). 

14. The Ruling given in the present Opinion was concurred in 
by the sixteen (16) Commissioners and Alternate Commissioners 
present at the Paris Session of the International Commission, 
namely :— 

Beltran vice Cabrera ; Boschma ; Bradley ; di Caporiacco ; 
Hemming ; Hindle vice Jordan ; Jorge vice do Amaral ; 
Kirby vice Stoll; Lemche vice Dymond ; Mansour vice 
Hanko ; Metcalf vice Peters ; Riley vice Caiman ; Rode ; 
Sparck vice Mortensen ; van Straelen vice Richter ; Usinger 
vice Yokes. 


15. The Ruling given in the present Opinion was dissented from 
by no Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner present at the 
Paris Session. 

16. At the time of the adoption of the Ruling given in the 
present Opinion, the expression prescribed for the second portion 
of the binomen which constitutes the scientific name of a species 
was the expression “ trivial name ” and the Official List reserved 
for recording such names was styled the Official List of Specific 
Trivial Names in Zoology, the word “ trivial ” appearing also in the 
title of the Official Index reserved for recording rejected and 
invalid names of this category. Under a decision taken by the 
Fourteenth International Congress of Zoology, Copenhagen, 
1953, the expression “ specific name ” was substituted for the 
expression “ trivial name ” and corresponding changes were 
made in the titles of the Official List and Official Index of such 
names (1953, Copenhagen Decisions zool. Nomencl. : 21). The 
changes in terminology so adopted have been incorporated in 
the Ruling given in the present Opinion. 



opinion 225 


175 


17. The prescribed procedures were duly complied with by the 
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in dealing 
with the present case, and the present Opinion is accordingly 
hereby rendered in the name of the said International Commission 
by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary to the Inter¬ 
national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, in virtue of 
all and every the powers conferred upon him in that behalf. 

18. The present Opinion shall be known as Opinion Two 
Hundred and Twenty-Five (225) of the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature. 

Done in London this Second day of December, Nineteen 
Hundred and Fifty-Three. 

Secretary to the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature . 

FRANCIS HEMMING 
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